2022 2023

A renewal of linguistic studies of the early Greek epics using inscriptional
sources
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Early Greek epics such as Homer®s Iliad and Odyssey are subject to Hermann®s
Law, i.e. the rule that a word ending is not placed at a certain position in the verse (after the
first short syllable in the fourth metron). The exceptions to this law are very few, about 0.28% (78
cases). However, I have shown that many of these exceptions are not regarded as word-final in terms
of prosody on the basis of the fact that finite verbs (and some other words) were pronounced
together with the preceding (or following) word in the inscription. As a result, | was able to
reduce the number of exceptions to Hermann®s Law to about 0.075% (about 21 cases).
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J. L. Melena, * Mycenaean Writing’ , in: Y. Duhoux and A. Morpurgo Davies (eds),
A Companion to Linear B: Mycenaean Greek Texts and their World, Vol. 3 (Louvain-la-
Neueve: Peeters, 2014), pp- 123-128, 161-163.
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