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Instruction on natural speech disfluencies for Japanese learners of English
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In this study, 13 Japanese learners of English were taught how to be
disfluent in an English-like manner, and the effect of this on listeners” evaluations was
investigated. First, five sessions of learners® English speech were recorded. The purpose of the
study was stated before the start of the second recording. In the second to fourth recordings, the
learners were trained to be disfluent in a natural English way, and the results were tested in the
fifth recording session. Four English teachers (native English speakers) then listened to the
learners® first and fifth recordings and rated them on a five-point scale. The results showed that
the learners who were evaluated higher in the fifth recording than in the first recording showed a
drastic reduction in the usage of Japanese disfluency markers in their English. It was also found
that all the learners used more English-style disfluencies in the fifth session than in the first.
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