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This study investigates how postwar writers of modern Japanese literature
accepted Buddhist discourse in their youth and utilized it in their creative activities. | mainly
examined the two novelist, Onishi Kyojin and Noma Hiroshi.

From the Taisho period to the early Showa period, Buddhist culture influenced intellectual youth, as
a discourse of self-cultivation. For example, Kurata Hyakuzo®"s "The Priest and His Disciples"
gained a large readership.Young intellectuals had the impression that Shinran was a practitioner who
worked with the people, and that Dogen was an outstanding intellectual disciplinarian. As Marxist
social reform was suppressed in the wartime, these Buddhist monks became the spiritual foundation

for Onishi and Noma.
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