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The Opening of Ports and the Transformation of the Trading Order in Vietnam in
the Late 19th Century
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This study analyzes the changes that the opening of the ports in the 1870s

brought about in the Vietnamese trading order based on unpublished documents held in the archives of
both Vietnam and France. The results reveal that the dominance of the Chinese in foreign trade
remained strong after the opening of the ports and that France strongly interfered with conventional
trade at non-opened ports to concentrate foreign trade at the open ports. In addition, we were also
able to shed light on the revenue and expenditure of the maritime customs and the existence of
Vietnamese Christians involved in the operation of the customs offices. Furthermore, the fact that
Japanese copper was imported to Haiphong shows that the port®s opening was also linked to the
revitalization of the inter-Asian trade.
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