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This study examines how secular states are seeking to reconstruct their
relationship with religion in a contemporary context where religion is once again gaining influence.
Focusing on the French principle of secularism, laicite, the analysis is conducted from the
following three perspectives: (1) how the French government has perceived religious issues in
international politics and how it has responded to them in its foreign policy; (2) who has
articulated the concept of laicite as a principle that enables dialogue with religion, and how it
has been expressed; (3) how discourses on laicite have developed within and outside France, and what
underlying factors have contributed to the differences between them.
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