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The main achievements of this project have been as follows: (1) Through an
examination of key concepts --; such as “ residents” and “ residency” --; as well as international
comparison, this research re-examined several fundamental premises of Japanese local government law from
their origins. (2) The na&iuml;ve assumption that changing the institutional system changes the reality
has been tacitly accepted under the simple scheme that “ centralization is bad” and “ decentralization
is good” , and this research identifies several conditions enabling a better understanding of the
negative points of decentralization and enhancing such reform.Regarding concrete research achievements of
this project, in addition to the publications of papers by project members, a total of four booklets to
disseminate the research to the public will be published (two are published and the other two will be
published by August 2015). Moreover, three edited volumes, will be published in early 2016.
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