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Regional economies in Japan are seriously stagnated. In this research project, we

aim to build the academic base of regional economic policies necessary for recovery of the competitiveness
of the regional economy. In particular, in order to investigate the effectiveness of small and medium-siz
ed business support measures of local governments, we conducted a survey of small and medium enterprises i
n Aichi Prefecture. Using this survey, we were able to ﬁublish a book titled, Regional Collaboration and C
ompetitiveness of Small and Medium-sized Enterprises, Chuokeizaisha 2014. In addition, with respect to the
nature of assistance to small and medium-sized enterprises provided by regional financial institutions, w
e sent a questionnaire to the branch managers of regional financial institutions across the country. Accor
ding to the results of this survey, regional financial institutions do not change the mechanism of the eva
luation of their employees in response to the new environment.
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