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The following points were clarified by the research project "The Role of Returnees
from Sakhalin in the Multiculturalism of Hokkaido" (JSPS Grant Kiban B, 2011-13): 1. Returnee policy in J
apan is carried out within the framework of the nation-state. It is a policy for Japanese people who had p
reviously failed to return. However, 2. The young generation returnees have multi-layered identities and r
epresent a multilingual and multicultural reality. Their multicultural living space extends over Russia, S
outh Korea, and Japan.3. The policy of the nation-state is based on the existence of a single language and
a monocultural living space. Inevitably, some families become separated. Furthermore the problem of the i
ntegration of returnees into Japanese society is also generated.
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