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A preliminary investigation on the Daoist Canon in the Imperial Household

Library of Japan was performed by compiling a catalogue which contains the bibliographical information of
each volumes in Dongzhen Bu, the first section of the seven sessions of Daoist Canon (Three Caverns and
Four Supplements, Sandong sifu). In addition, an investigation report on the history, the preservation
condition of the Canon, its merits as well as the demerits of the popular version of Daoist Canon by
comparison among various versions of Daoist Canon, was completed. Furthermore, preliminary firsthand
investigation on the other Daoist Canon in (e.g. Kyoto University Library) and outside Japan, as well as
the closely related Buddhist Canon (Tripitaka) in Japan was also completed.

The findings above were published in the booklet form report on the “ Research on the Ming edition
of Daoist Canon mainly focusing on the Canon in the Imperial Household Library Japan” .
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