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The aim of our project is to clarify the process of acculturation in the local
Egyptian communities under the Ptolemaic rule. To accomplish this aim we prosecuted closer investigations
in the area around ancient Akoris as well as at the Hellenistic quarry of New Minya in Middle Egypt. The
Greek and demotic graffiti left on the walls and ceilings of the New Minya quarry in particular turned
out to be the most valuable source of information to supplement the relevant data hitherto obtained from
documentary papyri. After examining three aspects of the local society, i.e. language, ethnicity, and
material culture, we have revealed that the process of acculturation in the local society made fairly
rapid progress sometime in the latter half of the third century BC. It is now certain that thriving local
industry at limestone quarries accelerated the process of acculturation in this district. The synthetic
results of these investigations were published in 2014 from Nagoya University Press.
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