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Development of novel methods of induction of sexual maturation in aquaculture Ffishes
using recombinant gonadotropins
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Knowledge of reproductive endocrinology of fish is essential for the efficient aq
uaculture. However, information on the function of pituitary gonadotropin of fish is not clearly known bec
ause of unavailability of the hormones. Therefore, we started a project to produce recombinant fish gonado
tropins biotechnologically using silkworm larvae as a host and distribute the hormones to fish biologists
for their research. In the present study, we investigated the efficiency of the hormone production, method

of hormone purification, stability of administered hormones in fish, biological activities of hormones, a
nd sensitivity to the hormones in recipient fish.
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