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Investigation of mechanism of systemic diseases caused by oral bacteria and developm
ent of preventive procedures
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Recently, the association of periodontitis with several systemic diseases has rece
ived attention. In the present study, the contribution of Streptococcus mutans, a major pathogen of dental
caries, to the pathogenesis of infective endocarditis, cerebral hemorrhage, inflammatory bowel disease, a
nd non-alcoholic steatohepatitis was investigated by focusing on cell surface collagen-binding proteins. O
ur results showed that S. mutans with collagen-binding proteins is possibly virulent for these diseases fo
Ilowing invsion of the bloodstream.
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