(®)
2011 2014

Obstetric Fistula in Liberia and Sierra Leone
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The aim of this research is to examine the present situation of obstetric fistula
and the challenges which are facing fistula survivors in post-conflict Liberia and Sierra Leone.
Obstetric fistula is a hole between the vagina and rectum or bladder that is mainly caused by prolonged
obstructed labor. It leaves women leaking urine, faeces or both. It is estimated that more than 2 million
women in developing countries are living with fistula today and some 50,000 to 100,000 new cases develop
annually. The researchers carried out interview with nearly 40 fistula survivors in Liberia and Sierra
Leone as well as various stakeholders like doctors, nurses, academics and staff members of international
organizations. In addition to the analysis of the present situation of obstetric fistula in Liberia and
Sgerra Leone, the research showed the strength of fistula survivors as well as the challenges facing
them.
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