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A Study of Retention and Change of Nativity in Sign Language Contacts
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Recently, a sign language typology has been put forward based on quite a number
of cross-linguistic studies of sign languages. As Zeshan suggests (Zeshan 2008, 671), sign language
typology can lead to theoretical challenging issues of nature of human language. In our study, we aim to
add more information into data-base of descriptive study of under-investigated non-Western sign languages
and contribute to more dynamic development of sign language typology. The target languages are Kenyan
Sign Language (KSL and Filipino Sign Language (FSL), both of which have been considered to be one of the
ASL’ s sister languages just like Bolivian SL, Thai SL, Ugandan SL and West African sign languages.
However, our investigations show that KSL and FSL are not subspecies of ASL, though there is quite a
large number of borrowed words. The findings through the current research project would be then confirmed
by a comparative research between different sign languages in the areas.
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