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This study is a marine anthropological research, mainly, upon the sea nomad of Sek
ak, who lives over the waters around Bangka island and its neighbouring isles of western Indonesia; it is
the world-first ethnographical research by a professional anthropologist. Because no proper investigation

among the Sekak had not been done since the colonial times by scholars, nobody knew detailed cultural tra
its and social facts of the Sekak. My collected data gives the population of the Sekak approximately at 9
00 in 2011, when I started doing my field work in Bangka island. The whole inhabitants are divided into f
ive tribes or ritual units, each of which consists of several bands or flotillas. Usually every band has

more than 10 houseboats. The relationship terminology is typical non-lineal and strict monogamous marriag
es are widely observed among the Sekak. During rituals or ceremonies, however, they conduct verse exchang
es and primitive promiscuities.
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