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A Psychological Study of the Choice of Nationality by U.S.-based Children of Americ
an-Japanese Intercultural Marriages
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The purpose of this research is to identify family and life-span developmental psy
chological factors that influence cultural identity and the choice of nationality ofchildren of American-J
apanese intercultural marriages living in the U.S. Ethnographical interviews were administered to 10 Japan
ese wives and their adolescent or older children. Interim results show that factors determining cultural i
dentity include: "number years lived in Japan","number of years in Japanese Saturday School in US", "rela
tionship they had with friends in Japanese Saturday School".Factors for fathers include whether or not the

father:"had lived in Japan","likes Japanese culture", "work is related to Japan".Family factors include w
hether the family "can afford vacations in Japan","vacation in Japan was enjoyable for children."The most

impgrtaﬂt Eagtor influencing cultural identity was the Japanese wives® attachment to the Japanese communi
ty in the U.S.
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