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Cell lineage-related mechanisms involved in lung cancer stem cell development.
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Sphere-forming cells were initially established from several different lung cancer
cell lines, after which expression profiling and tumorigenesis assay findings indicated their cancer stem
cell properties. In addition, expression of neuroendocrine-related genes in these cells suggests a possib
le association between sphere formation and cell lineage plasticity. Furthermore, neuroendocrine-inducing
ASH1 has also been found to promote sphere formation in some cell lines, suggesting the involvement of ASH
1 signaling in development of cancer stem cells.
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