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This study is focused on the floor mosaic of Otranto Cathedral (1163-1165) in
Apulia in southern Italy. The motif of a huge tree in the axis of the nave is conspicuous, with several
scenes from the Old Testament distributed between its branches. In this study, all of the motifs in the
nave and the transepts are carefully examined so as to clarify how they create an integral whole and
convey their meaning. Some secular and mythological images, such as those of King Arthur, King Alexander,
the zodiac signs and Siren were intertwined within the Old Testament iconography, and their significance
is considered in relation to the biblical images. The most enigmatic depiction in the southern transept
is deciphered in comparison with illuminations from the manuscripts of the apocalyptic commentary. In
conclusion, it is argued in this study that the floor mosaic as a whole embodied the apocalyptic world
view of early Medieval Christianity.
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