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A STUDY ON STAR MANDALAS AS VISUALIZATION OF TIME - PAINTINGS OF A COMBINATION OF MA
THEMATICAL ASTRONOMY AND ESOTERIC BUDDHISM -

MATSUURA, Kiyoshi
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The theory and components of Star mandalas (Mandalas of the Great Dipper) are base

d on knowledge of astronomy, which is originally unrelated to Buddhism but accepted in the Buddhism faith.

In my latest report, | have presumed that the prototype of iconographic pictures in Star mandalas is an i

Ilustration of "the basic model of the celestial bodies" indispensable to understand the real celestial or

der, and that, fusing this prototype, Indian calendar, Chinese calendar and the Western horoscope together

, Star mandalas are formed. Also, In another report, | have represented the significance of analysis of ot
her related paintings in Edo period so as to clarify historical aspects of faith in stars.
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