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Nationalism and the literary education between 1890-1910 in Japan and the USA
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In this study, literary works and readers® literary contributions from two spheres

of Japanese language writing - Japan proper and Japanese issei (first generation) community in the USA - a
re surveyed, with a focus on the period from 19th to the early 20th century, when genbun itchi - or the co
nvergence of the written and spoken forms of the Japanese language - began to occur. The results of the su
rvey indicated that in both regions, expressions in the classical rhetoric styles are widespread, and that
this played an importnat role in the building of a national identity. In particular, in Hawaii, which has
thus far not been considered to have a literary culture that is worthly of evaluation, it was established
that many rich Japanese language works have been handed down. It was also noted that the classical typolo
gical expressions found in those works exerted great power in the integration of the local Japanese Americ
an community.
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