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In this study | have demonstraed the difference between Soseki;s iterature and th
e domestic noveis and novels featuring schoogiris that readers were familiar with at the end of the ninete
enth century,and which share some traits with his fiction. First, the lives of the famale ﬁrotagonsts in S
oseki;s literature are portrayed after they have graduated from singl-sex schools, in which they secure an
independent identity for themselves in ther relaitionships with men by presenting themselves as "enigmas™
in their romantic engagements and maririages. Second, Soseki was conscious of the Meiji Civel Code when h
e wrote about families, and he presented in these novels-wihich shoud proprely be regarded as domestic nov
els the modern Japanese family undre the paternalistic.
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