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This project resulted in the publication of a biography of Oscar Wilde, which,
based on new materials, follows the life of Wilde in the context of the social and cultural history of
homosexuality and the rise of sexology on the Continent.

Using the recent studies of the history of homosexuality in Britain, the biography revises the Oscar
Wilde trial in light of the older concept of sodomy, and disproves Ed Cohen®s claim that Wilde"s was the
first homosexua trial in Britain. It focuses on the degeneration theory adopted by sexologists to explain
the cause of homosexuality, whereas Britain did not see the advent of sexology and the new concept of
homosexuality before the 1930"s. This project also reveals that Wilde contributed to the disclosure of

the real culprit of the Dreyfuse affair.
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