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In the sixteenth century England had difficulty establishing Mediterranean trade
routes, chiefly because of the menace to the English, in that region,of powerful Catholic countries. The
only way open to Queen Elizabeth was to seek stronger relationships with the Islamic countries of
Northern Africa and the Eastern Mediterranean. However, new alliances with the peoples of the Ottoman
empire (and beyond) inspired fear inside England. The English worried lest their culture suffer from the
influence of a world beyond Christendom. A question arises: How were conflicting attitudes toward this
new “ Other” dramatized by Shakespeare? After studying sixteenth-century and early-seventeenth century
travelogues devoted to the Orient, | examined encounters with “ the Other,” as portrayed on the
Elizabethan stage, and completed a book titled Beyond Christendom: Shakespeare and Travel Narratives of

the East.
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