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Epistemorogical Problems and Possibility of an Autobiography in the Works of Duerren
matt
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One of the most important motifs in the works of the Swiss writer Friedrich Duerre
nmatt (1921-1990) is Minotaur in a labyrinth. Minotaur is a metaphor of the human being who has only limit
ed capacity to recognize the world. The labyrinth is the world in which we exist, and the world as labyrin
th is impenetrable for us. Furthermore, Duerrenmatt in his latter period (especially in the novel "Der Auf
trag” and in the film script "Midas™) asks if a human can understand himself. In his last work "Stoffe" (1
981/1990) Duerrenmatt talks about a history of his literary materials as a kind of autobiography, because
it is impossible for him to write an autobiograph% as a "real” history of his life. Literary materials are

what the author thinks of. This idea to write a history of literary materials as an autobiography is base
d on the idea that thoughts are also a part of the reality.
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