©
2011 2013

The ideological and social background of "The Flowing Light of the Godhead" by Mecht
hild of Magdeburg

Karino, Toshihiro

1,200,000 360,000

11

I researched the ideological und social Background of "The Flowing Light of the G
odhead™ by Mechthild of Magdeburg who was one of the beguines.

Beguines were women who led lives of religious devotion without joining an approved religious order. The
movement began in the stream of the religious movements in the Middle Ages that were brought about by the
reforms of the church begun in the 11th. century. Taking care of the invalids and the prayer for the dead
were their important duties. In "The Flowing Light of the Godhead" based on the idea of the soul as the br
ide of Christ, Mechthild expresses her mystical experience, warn and encourage both the clergy and the lai
ty. There are not only her originalities but not a little influence of others.
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