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A study of the subjecthood and the interpretations of arguments introduced by functi
onal categories
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Noun phrases occurring as subjects or objects in human languages are interpreted b
y being assigned a certain role such as agent or patient (semantic role) concerning how they are involved
in the event described by the predicate of the sentence. The particular semantic role each noun phrase bea
rs is determined by where the noun phrase appears in phrase structure of the sentence. It is claimed that
there is a general rule governing the assignement of semantic roles to noun phrases in human languages.
The present reasearch has brought to light a relation between the subjecthood and the volitionality of nou
n phrases through an investigation into mental-attitude adverbs and infinitival purpose clauses in English
and Japanese.
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[2] a. Joan instructed Mary reluctantly.
(Joan/*Mary)
b. Mary reluctantly was instructed by
Joan. (Mary/*Joan)
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[3] a- John sent the boys reluctantly to
the doctor. (John/the boys)
b. Mary put Susie willingly on the bed.
(Mary/Susie)
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Minkoff (1994, 1997)
[5a]
(PRO)
[5b]
[5] a. PRO; to wind down, Mary put John;

in the bathtub.
b.* PRO; to wind down, Mary put the
alarm clock; in the bathtub.
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[5a] [6a]

[6b]

[6] a. (In order) PRO; to get washed, the
kidnapper took Mary; and John; to
the lake.

b. * (In order) PRO; to get washed, the

kidnapper took Mary; and John;.

[3] MA
Minkoff [5a] [6a]
MA
Minkoff [7a,b]
to

logophoric role

[7] a- | sent the veterinarian; this (a foot
stool) PRO; to stand on.

b. Mary sent the platform to the
doctor; PRO; to stand on.
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(Pylkkinen 2008 Bruening 2010)
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