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Itelmen Lexicon Database Construction and its Comparative Study: Researching
Genealogical Relationships and Language Contact

Chikako, Ono

3,800,000

( 2014) 75 25%

In this study, an Itelmen Lexicon Database was constructed with old linguistic
material and new recordings from fieldwork undertaken in Kamchatka. The database is open to the public on
a website and users can search the Itelmen lexicon in En?Iish, Russian, Japanese, and Itelmen. The
database can also be searched in the Latin or Cyrillic alphabet. The author was also engaged in a
comparative study of the dialects of Western Itelmen (Ono 2014). As a result, it became clear that 74% of
the lexicon’ s cognates originate in the northern and southern dialects (=NI-Sl), while the remaining 26
% of the lexicon comprises non-cognates (=N1/S1). The non-cognate lexicon of the northern dialect
comprises 80% of the NI/SI lexicon, while the non-cognate lexicon of the southern dialect accounts for
90% of the NI/SI lexicon. In sum, the Itelmen lexicon has a high ratio of its proper cognates.
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