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This study focused on the languages and societies of the Slavic minorities in the
central Europe, such as Burgenland Croats in Austria, Sorbs in Germany, and Rusyns in Serbia and Croatia.
Those people have maintained their ethnic identity and the native language in the centuries of contact
situation with the majority people surrounding them. This study revealed that for those minority groups
the awareness of religious belongin% is often crucial to keep their identity and language.

The study also examined how the effect of language contact emerges in the languages of the minorities,
and revealed that (1) the features incorporated by the language contact are various, but the degree of
contact-induced change are mostly correlated with the duration of the contact setting and the frequency
of communication with the surrounding majority people; (2) the emergence of such features is not
arbitrary, but apt to be in hierarchical order in relation to the grammatical structure.
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