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In the spirit of language as the central force in political persuasion, this study
has examined the relationship between language and political leadership diachronically. More specifically
, the following questions were addressed: What rhetorical strategies did the Japanese leadership use to sp
eak to the nation? How effective was the persuasive power of the language the leadership demonstrated (or
failed to demonstrate)? In analyzing the language of leadership, the theoretical constructs of rapport tal

k and report talk were proven to be useful tools.



Charteris-Black,
2005
the most important type of behavior by
which leaders mobilize their followers is
their linguistic performance. In
democratic frameworks it is primarily
through language that leaders legitimize
their leadership.
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