©
2011 2013

Phonological and morphosyntactic knowledge by native speakers and Japanese learners
of English: Toward a vocabulary development mode
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This study investigated the phonological and morphosyntactic knowledge of derivati
onal English words possessed by Japanese learners of English with different English proficiency levels, us
ing native speakers as control participants. Experiment 1 used English words to examine the effects of wor
d frequency and suffix type (neutral and nonneutral). Suffix type affected both intermediate and advanced
learners, but frequency had a greater impact on intermediate learners. Experiment 2 used nonwords to exami
ne the effects of task type (phonological and morphosyntactic) and proficiency (intermediate and advanced)
. While intermediate learners showed no significant difference between the two tasks, advanced learners pe
rformed better at the morphosyntactic task than at the phonological task, the same trend demonstrated by n

ative speakers. The study generally suggests a strong association between knowledge of derivational Englis
h words and general English proficiency.



(Marslen-Wilson, 2007 )

(Ford, Davis, & Marslen-Wilson, 2010 )

—ness,
-ment, -ful

(develop + ment; serious and seriousness)
—tion, -ity, -ic

(science + ic = scientific; active and

activity)

(Bod, Hay, & Jannedy, 2003 )

(Ishikawa, 2011 )
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Suffix type  Neutral Nonneutral
Frequency High Low High Low
Intermediate 82.7 73.7 69.6 57.4
Advanced 88.8 84.7 81.6 7.7
Native 100 100 97.3 97.3
2.
Suffix type  Neutral Nonneutral
Frequency High Low High Low
Intermediate 75.3 22.4 54.4 18.3
Advanced 92.3 50.4 76.3 44.4
Native 100 100 100 98.7
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4 He shows
some ____ at home. (a) bozrifen (b)

bozrifness (c) bozrific (d) bozrifize

hetbodity
3
3.
Intermediate 61.8 53.3
Advanced 76.4 85.8
Native 76.0 94.2
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(forgive
changed to *humidance instead of humidity;
prohibit changed to *prohibitance instead
of prohibition; courage changed to
*courageable instead of courageous). (2)

(realizing instead of realization;
respected  instead of respectful,;
ceremonized instead of ceremonial).

(overgeneralization)
(Berko, 1958); Tyler & Nagy, 1989)
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