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I did a three-year comparative study of primary school foreign language education
in Japan and Australia. This mirror-context study was mainly concerned with examining teacher attitudes ab
out primary school FL education, critically comparing stated curriculum objectives, assessing human resour
ces issues, and evaluating teaching methodologies and course materials used for foreign language education

in two comparable international FL settings. The project provided valuable intercultural in-service teach
er training opportunities for several participating primary school language teachers through reciprocal ex
chan?e visits. The overarching aim was to gain a holistic understanding of FL education at the primary sch
ool level through close examination of both the unique and shared contextual factors in each setting.
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