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Local Market and Manure Merchants in the Late Tokugawa Period
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This study analyzes the management of manure merchants in the late Tokugawa modern
period and clarifies how the local market developed in the same period. This study also analyzes the doc
uments of Omiya Ichibe company and Omiya Chobe company of Osaka manure dealer association. The analysis r
eports on actual situation of manure sales to the surrounding area and the structure of the Osaka market.
In addition, this study examined the manure merchant mana%ement in Nishimizushiro Village, Tsuga County, S
himotsuke Country. As a result of the study, it is clarified that the manure merchants grew even in backw
ard areas in the 19th century and they lent manure by using the bills. The use of bills shows that new ma
rket participants constantly grew. By this study, it is also revealed that the market and manure manageme
nts in the late Tokugawa period were dynamically changing.
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