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A study of Prestige goods in Middle Jomon priod

KURISHIMA, YOSHIAKI

1,600,000 480,000

The Middle Jomon period is the time from which a large number of jade artifacts (L
arge jade beads) have been reported. In this time smaller number of jade beads and preforms have been wide
ly reported outside the Itoigawa area. The distribution of large jade beads excavated sites Is dense not o
nly in Chubu area, but also Kanto and Tohoku region. | can points out that the area where sites with jade

are densely distributed overlap with the area where the center of Middle Jomon culture.

Many of these sites are large settlements , and this kind of large jade beads are often associated with bu
rials, especially center of cemetery group in settlment. | think that is proof of a large jade beads was
wear by Big Man(village head).Jade distribution system , which was based on the trade goods(obsidian, shel
Ifish, salt amber, etc ) exchange system in Jomon period. And why jade distribution was so wide spread, th
e answer is the large jade was regarded as a Prestige good in Middle Jomon period.
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