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A study on regional differences of low fertility in Japan

TAKAHASHI, SHINICHI

1,900,000 570,000

This study aims on finding out characteristics of fertility in local small urba
n regions, fertility analysis of which have not been focused on yet. For this purpose a sample and intervi
ew surveys were conducted in a local city (Kashiwazaki Ciy in Niigata Prefecture%.

The results are as follows. In general, fertility level in local cities and the surrounding regions inc
luding Kashiwazaki is higher than such large cities as Tokyo, Osaka, and Nagoya. This is caused by relativ
ely high rates of regular employment, high rates of living with parents, positive views about marriage and

chilbearing, and so on. The fertility level of local urban regions comprising 25% of the whole population
in Japan, therefore, is expected to effect to the resurgence of fertility in Japan. However, if populatio
n migration from local cities and surrounding regions to large cities continues, it will be difficult to m
aintain relative high fertility in those regions.
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