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A study of folklore and _environment history on field crops and management of wild
animals as the utilization technology of forest resources
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In the villages on the Kitakami Mountains, livelihood maintenance activities
which are in large part self-contained have transformed the forest environments, which have been utilized
as burnt fields, fields, grasslands, rangelands, and fuelwood forests. A hearin? survey was conducted on
the process of the transformation, which was investigated with observation and literature. The result of
the survey clarified that the biodiversity has been maintained around the villages and the forest
environments easily reused for livelihood maintenance activities have been developed and maintained.
Japanese deers and boars have expanded their distributions on the Kitakami Mountains, where damages to
agriculture and forestry are increasingly serious. However,the animals who have inhabited there since the
Meiji era, so it is a re-expansion of their habitat ranges. This survey revealed the fact that they had
been actively utilized as the resources for clothing, foods, and tools in the mountain villages.
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