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The Japanese land boundary system attaches great importance to the cadastral bound
ary. In boundary litigations, the civil courts do not determine the ownership boundary. The Courts reconst
ruct the original cadastral line daterminded at the time of the land-tax reform at Meiji Restoration. The
problem is that the cadastral boundary does not necessarily correspond to the ownership boundary and that
it cannot be fixed by the agreement made by the adjoining landowners, due to its administrative character.
On the contrary the French law adopts a system oriented to the land ownership. The famous Napoleon cadast
er was created for the purpose of taxation of the land tax. The French civil courts can determine the owne
rship boundary by "action en bornage”. The Japanese law needs to focus more on the ownership boundary. Rea

I estate surveyors may play a significant role in linking the ownership boundary and cadastral boundary by
seeking the agreement of the adjoining landowners.
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