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Where should we rank TV program format in Japanese law system? It is not a
copyrighted work, however, "BIBLE", which is a kind of specification showing know-how when producing a TV
program based on the TV program format, is a literary work. A TV program on based the BIBLE can be
copyrighted as an adopted work under certain conditions. TV program format is not an "indication of goods
or business"(Unfair Competition Prevention Act Art.2(1)(i)). On the other hand, it can be a "trade
secret” in this Act until broadcasted. Regarding damages in torts, it is difficult very much to consider
TV program format a "legally protected interest”(Civil Code Art. 709) because of the limited
interpretation on the words by the supreme court. TV program format can be a "Trust Property"(Trust Act
Art.2(3)), however, it is difficult for a settlor to administer it as a Trust Property because there are
not acts to protect TV program format itself in Japan.
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