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A study of government records management history in postwar Japan
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This study is an attempt to delineate and analyze the history of reords and archiv
es management in central government of post-war Japan. The government bureaucracy has been forced to revie
w the document management methods of conventional machine. A series of Open Government Law development (f
or example, The Archives Act, the National Archives Act and the Freedom of Information Act) has promoted t
he discussion of the nature of the document control administration and the archives management. These tre
nds are regarded as a "political process of the government records reform”, in which governmet is muddlin
g through with the interactions of stakeholders. The research is based upon three viewpoints; (1) administ
rative history of Japanese bureaucracy, (2) current situation of government records, and (3) comparative p
ublic-private bureaucracy.
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