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It is widely believed that Japan did not contribute too much to international
security during the Cold War and was freeriding on defense efforts made by other Western countries such
as the United States. This study has revealed, however, that Japan played an important military role in
the execution of U.S. military strategy in East Asia against the Soviet Union and thereby making a
significant contribution to the Western victory in the Cold War. Japan’ s military roles included
blockading of chokepoint straits and defense of sealanes planned to support U.S. Maritime Strategy.
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