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This study intends to expore the possibility of "ASEAN"s Pivotal Role in East Asia
: Examining its centrality hypothesis™. As the hub of undertaking regionalism in East Asia, the Associatio
n of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) plays a crucial role with its "ASEAN centrality”. This study aims to
examine the conceptof ASEAN centrality and the extent to which this concept is appropriated in ASEAN"s dea
lings with East Asian regionalism. By exploring the three hypothesis, namely, ASEAN Community, ASEAN Chart
er and Civil Society, it seems likely that ASEAN retains the same strategy for East Asian regionalism in t
he future. In orde to continue and also enhance its centrality in regional architecture, ASEAN needs to fu
rther promote its political leadership in regional community-building, regional dispute settlements, and a
Iso overcoming regional barriers.
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1 " Japan-ASEAN Partnership as a
hub of East Asian Regionalism” in Kyung
Hee University, ed. Regional Dynamics in
East Asia, Seoul, 2012, pp. 209-228.




