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The Cold War and Decolonisation in the Middle East in the mid-1950s.
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This research analyses the process whereby Tunisia and Morocco, the French
protectorates, gained independence in March 1956. The focus is placed on the way how the suzerain power
succeeded in retaining influence by establishing political regimes with local collaborators. France®s
recognition of independence was caused by the fear that Morocco might enforce neutralist independence by
following the Arab neutralism of Egypt, which was pursuing military expansion with the arms deal with the
Soviet Union in 1955. Indeed, the French decision on Moroccan independence spearheaded the spate of
independence of European dependencies in the post-WWII era.

The recognition of Moroccan independence was aimed to prevent the neutralisation of it in the context of
the West-East rivalries, and thereby to secure it in the French orbit. Therefore it can be concluded that
France"s decision was part of Cold War policies in the sense it countered the Soviet influence, which was
promoting Arab neutralism.
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