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This study aims to analyze the mode of acceptance of life-cycle costing, which
originated in U.S., in Japan and Germany. Research method includes reviewing articles, interviewing both
researchers conducting environmental research and business managers working for environmental protection.
Major academic findings include the following: (1) In Japan, Germany and the U.S. the perception on
life-cycle costing is different. (2) Theory of life-cycle costing offers important insight to build a
sustainable society when it is applied to the issues related to CSR, material flow cost accounting,
equity between both present generation and future generation.
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