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In this research project the role of affiliative behavior in the development of
sociality in male mice was investigated. Increased responsiveness of the amygdaloid neurons to novel
males was largely different between subnuclei when the timing and duration of isolation rearing was
manipulated. Fine wire mesh partitions between males reduced aggression, whereas rough ones did timid
responses, which supported the heterogeneity of experience deprived during isolation rearing. The result
that only handling without cage-cleaning induced intermale fighting suggested the significance of some
"disturbance™. The quantification of intermale fighting induced by cage-cleaning was an effective way to
analyze the social structure of small groups of male mice.
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