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The aim of this study is to examine how students perceive the relevance of the
curriculum in the transition from vocational education to higher education, based on the results of a
longitudinal survey conducted at two vocational high schools. Relevance means the importance given to
educational content by individuals. This study considered ‘ relation’ and ‘ interest’ as a pair of axes
constructing the relevance: the relation between educational content and students’ career perspective,
and their interest in vocational subjects.
From the research it was demonstrated that the prevalence of students who maintained both interest and
relation remained high but declined year over year, and that ‘ current academic record’ and ‘ interest
in general subjects® influenced construction of both interest and relation. It can be inferred that the
division between general and vocational subjects tends to weaken among students who intended to go to
higher education from vocational courses.
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