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This study aims to analyze the realities concerning the free schools policy start
ed in June 2010 by the coalition government in England. In doing the research the principal investigator m
ade analysis of related documents and carried out five field surveys visiting free schools in England and
those in Sweden which are considered as a model for free schools in England. The coalition government advo
cated that free schools would have a huge impact on raising educational standard. However, there is a seve
re ideological confrontation about free schools. While a strong support for free schools exists among peop
le welcoming that free schools would give parents freedom to set uE a new school, almost all teachers® uni
ons and associations are opposed to free schools with the reason that free schools would destroy local dem

ocracy in education. Moreover, lack of transparency in approving setting up free schools was strongly crit
icized.
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