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Empirical Studies on Various Values of Reproduced Local Railway
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This study aims to expose the various values brought by the local
railway-Echizen Railway- which was reproduced after two years pause of operation as ex post facto
evaluation. The main results are as follows: 1) Regardless of the use, many residents around the
stations are recognizing the railway"s various values including non-use values. 2) The total railway
value recognition by residents is influenced by not only the use values but also the non-use values such
as existence value. That is to say, the railway has the effect of possibility to use. Therefore, 3) the
Bresent amount of public fund (tax) expended to the railway as a financial assistance is almost accepted
y residents as an appropriate one. 4) Many administrative person in charge recognize that Echizen
railway is indispensable to the execution of measures in each sector etc.. Finally it is concluded that
local railway should be the one of "social infrastructure for living” contributing to public interest.
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