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Transformation of Mixed-ethnic Settlements in Multi-ethnic Malaysia
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During recent decades, Malaysia has experienced dramatic economic development,
which is reflected in the multiethnic settlements. Author has been conducting field research in 8
selected settlements since 1990s, mainly in west coast of peninsular Malaysia, including historic urban
settlements, villages, and housing estates. These field researches provide cross sections of Malaysian
social diversity and ethnic_harmony. Author intends to conduct re-visiting additional field research to
same research field which will provide a perspective of transformation of Malaysian multiethnic
settlements. This study revealed notable changes in multiethnic settlement patterns, spatial usage on
marginal areas, and physical appearance of housing. In particular, these built environmental changes are
occurred by ethnic group familiarity rather than rental cost considerations. This study leads to the
conclusion that these multiethnic settlements are dynamic rather than stable in nature.
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