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The senescence accelerated mouse strain P6 (SAMP6) is a model of senile osteoporo
sis because it develops osteoporosis in an early stage of life. We investigated the effects of traditional
Chinese medicine, acupuncture and moxibustion, on mechanical properties of femur in SAMP6 mice by using t
he 3-point bending.
Male SAMP6 mice received acupuncture or moxibustion stimulation on the bilateral Zusanri (anterior tibial
muscle at about 10 mm below the knee joint) for at least 8 weeks. The strength of the femur tended to inc
rease in the acupuncture SAMP6 group compared with the control SAMP6 group. However such effect was not re
cognized in the moxibustion SAMP6 group.
We further evaluated the quality of bone which influences bone strength. We employed a level of antioxida
tive effect and non-physiological binding in bone collagen. Neither acupuncture nor moxibusion has influen
ce on the quality of bone.
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