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Involvement of cleaved prolactin in peripartum cardiomyopathy

Harigaya, Toshio
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It is well known that prolactin (PRL) has modified into several variants. One of

these variants, N-terminal PRL which is cleaved by cathepsinD (CathD), 1is named vasoinhibins (Vi) becau
se of its anti-angiogenic and pro-apototic properties. Vi has been reported the possibility to cause for ﬁ
eripartum cardiomyopathy (PPCM) and pregnancy induced hypertension (PIH) syndrome. In order to clarify t
ese pathogenic mechanisms, we tried to detect Vi value and CathD activity in patient®s blood and determine
the relationship between these factors and diseases.

Vi content and CathD activity in PPCM and PIH patients are higher than these of control healthy pregnant
women. These results seem to suggest that measurement of Vi content and CathD activity is useful for ear
ly detection of PPCM and PIH in pregnant women.
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