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HTLV-1-specific T cell suppression in infected individuals
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It is believed that a weak CD8+ T cell response specific for human T-cell leukemia
virus type 1 (HTLV-1) may be one of risk factors for the development of adult T-cell leukemia (ATL). In t
his study, we showed that a low HTLV-1-specific CD8+ T cell response could be observed not only in most AT
L patients but also in a small population of asymptomatic carriers. We also found that this low CD8+ T cel
I response might be attributed mainly to functional impairment of HTLV-1-specific CD8+ T cells themselves
and in part to a reduced function of antigen-presenting cells and an immune suppression by regulatory T ce
Ils and infected cells.
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